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the recent visit of Archimandrite Basilios Samahsh
to Syria and Lebanon was made at the suggestion of the Russian Orthodox
Church in Moscow. The purpose of the trip was to obtain the financiel
gupport of Greek Orthodox Petriarch Alexandros Tahsn of Antioch for the
creation of a seminary in Moscow for Greek Orthodox priests,™
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2, Uhen Archimandrite Samehah's initial efforts to gain the Patriarch’s
support were unsuccessful, he appealed to the Soviet Legation in Beirut
to bring pressure to bear on Patriarch Tahan. After referring the matter
to loscow, the Soviet Legation told Archimandrite Samehah that the Russian
Orthodox Church in Moscow was prepared to provide him with 300,000 rubles
ageinst a promissory note signed by the Patriarch Alexandros Tahen.

3, This project was successfully arranged, and Archimendrite Semeaheh left
Damascus on 6 January to. return to loscow, via fran.

25X1A * Comment, Other reasons for Archimendrite Samehah's visit are
given h
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